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On March 16th, the Oroville Union High School District closed our schools and continued instruction 
through distance learning.  This document is the plan for opening all aspects of the Oroville Union High 
School District for the 2020-2021 school year using the information we have as of August 19th. 
 
OUHSD sought input from several stakeholders via surveys, virtual meetings and in person meetings. 
Throughout the process of developing a reopening plan, the safety of students and staff was the 
primary focus. 
 
OUHSD has been collaborating with all of the school districts in Butte County regarding reopening 
plans. OUHSD’s ultimate goal is to have students attend school five days a week and six periods a day.  
 
In July 2020, OUHSD sent out a parent survey.  Of the 459 respondents, 65.2% would prefer a five day 
a week, 6 period a day schedule.  Many parents responded that their children would not attend school if 
they were required to wear masks.  
 
On July 22nd, Butte County was placed on the State Monitoring List due to increased COVID-19 cases. 
In order for parents to be able to plan, OUHSD will be implementing distance learning for the first 
quarter, which ends on October 9th.  Distance learning will include online or distance education that 
happens in real time (synchronous), along with learning that occurs through online channels without 
real-time interaction (asynchronous). Teachers in OUHSD will use Google Classroom as the platform 
for providing distance learning lessons and utilize Zoom, Google Meet, Google Hangouts and Google 
Voice as means of providing real-time learning to students.  We fully intend for distance learning 
instruction to be rigorous and meaningful.  Students will have to complete daily work and communicate 
with their teachers to earn credits.  We will continue to work with the Butte County Health Department 
to determine plans for the second quarter. 
 
On August 5th, the start day of school was pushed back from August 12th to August 17th to allow staff 
to be better prepared to offer distance learning. 
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On August 17th, Grab and Go Meals were made available to students enrolled at each school site from 
12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.  In addition, meals were distributed via buses to the following hubs throughout 
the community:  Bangor Park, Berry Creek School, Concow School, Honcut School, Palermo School, 
Robinson Mill Fire Station and Wagon Wheel Market.  The schedule is posted on the district website. 
 
On September 29th, Butte County Public Health announced that Butte County had moved from the 
Purple Tier to the Red Tier.  If Butte County could successfully remain in the Red Tier for two 
consecutive weeks, schools would be allowed to reopen.  Butte County met this goal on October 13th, 
and schools started finalizing plans to reopen. 
 
On October 20th, Butte County Public Health announced that Butte County had moved from the Red 
Tier to the Orange Tier. 
 

School Started with Distance Learning and Independent Study 
 
Due to Butte County being in the Purple Tier, school started with distance learning, which included 
online or distance education that happens in real time (synchronous), along with learning that occurs 
through online channels without real-time interaction (asynchronous). Teachers in OUHSD used 
Google Classroom as the platform for providing distance learning lessons and utilized Zoom, Google 
Meet, Google Hangouts and Google Voice as means of providing real-time learning to students. 
Distance learning instruction was to be rigorous and meaningful.  Students had to complete daily work 
and communicate with their teachers to earn credits. 
 
Each teacher developed a plan and lessons to deliver distance learning and engage students in essential 
standards and/or skills in their subject matter. 
 
Time was set aside on Fridays for teachers to collaborate on distance learning and receive training to 
use Zoom, Google Classroom, Google Meets, Kami, Screencastify and other programs to offer high 
quality distance learning to students.  
 
Students were assigned to a Group A (Monday/Wednesday) or Group B (Tuesday/Thursday) schedule. 
Siblings were grouped into the same schedule.  Students attend an advisory period daily from 9:40 a.m. 
to 10:05 a.m. to comply with the SB 98 requirement of daily live interaction.  Teachers were also 
required to document daily participation for each student daily.  
 
To meet the growing demand for independent study, the program was expanded from five teachers to 
eleven teachers.  Two additional teachers were added to accommodate additional requests.  A waiting 
list was created and students were placed in the program as space became available. 

 
Instructional Choices When School Reopens 

 

Parents/guardians were sent a survey electronically allowing them to select whether they wanted their 
student to return to in-person instruction, remain on distance learning, or remain in (or make a new 
request for) the independent study program.  Due to the low response received by October 9th, the 
deadline was extended to October 11th at midnight.  If a response was not received, students 
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automatically defaulted to in-person instruction.  Final results showed that 76% of parents/guardians 
selected in-person instruction (including those who automatically defaulted), 10% of parents/guardians  
selected distance learning, and 14% of parents/guardians selected independent study.  Additional 
changes are being made before in-person instruction begins on a case-by-case basis and as room 
allows. 
 
In-Person Instruction:  To reduce the number of students on campus at any given time, students will 
remain on their Group A or Group B schedule.  Students will attend school two full days (all six periods) 
per week.  On off days and on Fridays, students will need to engage in online learning and work on 
assignments given by their teachers. 

Distance Learning:  Parents/guardians may choose for their student to remain on distance learning. 
Advanced Placement, honors and some electives will not be available on distance learning. Teachers 
will be available to meet with students daily during office hours. 

Independent Study:  Parents/guardians may choose for their student to remain in the independent 
study program.  New requests for this program are being put on a waiting list and will be enrolled as 
soon as space becomes available or the program is further expanded.  Students will complete all work 
at home.  Currently, work is only available in paper packets but the program is working toward online 
packets.  Students will meet with their teacher in person once per week to turn in their prior week of 
assignments, receive their next week of assignments and ask any questions they may have.  If 
students cannot meet in person to ask questions, the teacher will contact the student via telephone or 
Zoom. 

Face Mask Policy 
 
Unless exempted, staff, students and visitors must wear a face mask at all times (other than eating or 
drinking) when indoors or outdoors on all Oroville Union High District campuses.  The District will 
supply face masks to students and staff as requested. 

Face masks should be made of two or more layers of material and must cover the nose and mouth and 
must be secured under the chin.  People who wear glasses can limit fogging by selecting a face mask 
that fits closely over their nose or has a nose wire. 
 
 If students refuse to wear a face mask, they will first be given a warning and the student will be offered 
a mask.  A second offense will result in the administration contacting their parent/guardian.  A third 
offense will result in the student being placed on distance learning or the independent study program. 

Face shields (unless a face mask is also worn), facial coverings with exhalation valves or vents, 
bandanas and gaiters may not be worn on campus. 

Staff who assist special education students that are unable to wear a mask because of behaviors, 
seizures or other medical conditions may be required to wear additional PPE. 

Exemptions from wearing a face mask on campus is only allowable under the following circumstances: 
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● Anyone who is unconscious, incapacitated, or unable to remove the facial covering without 

assistance 
● A special education student who is unable to wear a face mask because of behavior, seizures 

or other medical condition. 
● When working outdoors and not around other people. 
● When alone in their personal, enclosed office space. 
● When they have an approved Staff or Student Face Mask Exemption Request, which must be 

filled out by a physician. 
● People who are deaf or hard of hearing or those who care for or interact with them. 
● Children younger than 2 years’ old. 

 
Safety Measures to Prevent the Spread of COVID-19 

 
OUHSD staff has been trained in the proper safety measures below to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19: 
 

● Physical distancing and face masks; 
● Washing hands with soap and water or using 60% ethyl alcohol hand sanitizer; 
● Making sure individuals do not come to school if they have COVID-19 symptoms or have been 

exposed to someone with COVID-19 in the past 14 days. 

The CDC currently does not recommend universal symptom screenings (screening all students grades 
K-12) be conducted by schools.  Parents or caregivers should be strongly encouraged to monitor their 
children for signs of infectious illness every day and keep sick children at home. 

Butte County Public Health does not have a requirement at this time to test all students and staff for 
COVID before school begins or on a regular basis.  Currently, the State of California has not made a 
mandate for all persons to receive the vaccine when it becomes available. 

Staff and students will be reminded to wash their hands frequently, and use hand sanitizer when 
entering classrooms and common areas.  Parents will be educated on COVID-19 symptoms and will be 
expected to keep their student home if they are feeling ill or have been exposed to someone who has 
tested positive. 
 
Schools have identified main access points on campus to limit multiple students entering or exiting the 
school or rooms at the same time. Signage will be placed in hallways and stairways so students will 
walk in the same direction to enter and exit. 
 
Custodians will sanitize classrooms on a daily basis.  Additional staff who have been trained to use 
district approved disinfectants may also clean desks or frequently touched surfaces, such as door 
knobs and desks, throughout the day.  Students can not help with cleaning under any circumstance. 
Schedules of custodial staff may be adjusted as necessary to meet the demands of disinfecting schools 
while students and staff are present. 
 
Hand sanitizer dispensers have been installed in all classrooms and targeted areas throughout the 
schools.  Soap and water is available in all restrooms and in some classrooms. 
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Restrooms will be closed on a rotating basis throughout the day to allow for multiple cleanings. 
 
Water fountains will be turned off but the water filling stations will still be operational and cleaned 
regularly.  Students are encouraged to bring water bottles or canteens from home. 
 
HVAC fans will be run continuously, regardless if doors and windows are open, and filters will be 
changed regularly. 
 
To prevent the spread of COVID-19, students will not be assigned textbooks and hall lockers will not be 
issued. 
 
Teachers will assign seats in all of their classes and social distantancing will be enforced as 
practicable. 
 
Staff meetings, parent meetings, IEP meetings, 504 meetings, professional development and other 
activities will be held remotely when possible.  If in-person meetings are required, appropriate social 
distancing will be exercised.  
 
The District will follow all Butte County Public Health guidelines if a student or staff member tests 
positive for COVID-19.   Any student or staff member who is exposed to someone who tests positive for 
COVID-19 will be notified for contact tracing purposes.  For privacy purposes, the name of the infected 
person shall not be made public.  If a student is exhibiting symptoms while at school, they will be sent 
to an isolation room and will remain there until their parent/guardian picks them up.  A staff member will 
be sent home immediately. 
 

Band 
 
Per the Butte County Public Health guidelines, band classes may meet but may not practice or perform 
inside. We are working with staff to implement guidelines that would allow students to practice playing 
their instruments in small groups. 

PE Classes/Lockers 
 
Unless exempted, all students in PE classes must wear masks and attempt to physically distance. 
Students will not be required to dress down and will not be utilizing the locker rooms, other than to drop 
off their personal items (backpack).  Students will not be sharing any equipment.  If a teacher wants to 
use  equipment from the weight room, the teacher will need to clean each piece of equipment in 
between every student that uses that equipment.  Students CANNOT assist with cleaning.  When 
possible, PE classes will be held outdoors in designated areas separate from each other.  
 

Chromebook Availability 
 
All students were offered a Chromebook for the 20-21 school year.  Parents had to fill out their 
student’s online registration before a Chromebook was issued.  Several pickup days were scheduled at 
each school site and the District Office.  Parents have been instructed to email 
ouhsdchromebooks@ouhsd.net if they still need to pick up a Chromebook or hotspot or are having 
technical problems with the devices. 
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Students will be responsible for bringing their Chromebook to school on a daily basis and for charging it 
each night.  There will be a limited number of loaner Chromebooks available on each campus for 
students who do not bring theirs to school.  The loaner Chromebook must be returned at the end of the 
days so it can be sanitized. 

 
Transportation 

 
Many students rely on district provided transportation in order to attend school.  Parents/guardians of 
students  living in the outlying areas of the district’s boundary (Bangor, Berry Creek, Concow, Feather 
Falls and Honcut) were surveyed to determine which students would require transportation.  Once 
these seats were accounted for, a district-wide message was sent to all remaining parents/guardians to 
call the Transportation Department to reserve a seat.  Seats were filled on a first come, first served 
basis. 
 
OUHSD worked with the Oroville City Elementary School District to review the number of students that 
use transportation and developed a plan collaboratively to serve the students in both districts in an 
efficient, manageable framework. 
 
Unless exempted, students will be required to wear a face mask at all times while on the bus. 
 
Students will be seated starting at the back of the bus. 
 
Students will be seated in every other seat  Siblings may be asked to sit together.  
 
Buses and vehicles will be disinfected after the morning and afternoon routes. 
 

Food Service 
 
Food service staff will wear appropriate PPE (masks and gloves) while preparing and serving food. 
 
Once school officially began on August 17th, Grab and Go Meals were made available to students 
enrolled at each school site from 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.  In addition, meals were distributed via buses to 
the following hubs throughout the community:  Bangor Park, Berry Creek School, Concow School, 
Honcut School, Palermo School, Robinson Mill Fire Station and Wagon Wheel Market.  Hubs were 
eliminated if students were not showing up.  Hubs were added at The Axiom and Live Spot. 
 
Once students return to in-person instruction, breakfast will be offered before school and at break and 
lunch will be offered during the regular lunch period.  There will be limited seating in the cafeteria.  Point 
of sale areas will be configured to serve students and staff.   The number of students in the food service 
area will be limited so they can social distance as much as possible.  
 
The schedule to provide meals to students who remain on distance learning or independent study will 
be sent out once the school schedule is finalized. 
 
 

6 



 
 

Athletics 

Both LPHS and OHS are looking to start workouts at the beginning of November.  Equipment must be 
cleaned by the coaching staff after a student uses it.  All athletes will need to complete physicals and 
other paperwork before they may begin practicing or doing workouts.  

All athletes will need to be academically eligible, with a 2.0 GPA and no more than 2 F's.  

All schedules will be modified this year (mostly league games and a couple others) because of fitting all 
3 seasons into one semester.  

Programs will need to share athletes that play multiple sports because of the quick turnaround from one 
season to the next.  

The Northern Section and Butte View League (BVL) have established the following schedules: 

● Football, Volleyball and Cross Country start competition the first week back after New Years. 
Those programs will start practicing in December.  

● Cheer will do their sideline cheer during football season and transition into competitive cheer in 
February/March. 

● Basketball and Soccer start competition towards the end of February.  Those programs will start 
practicing in February. 

● Baseball, Softball, Wrestling, Track & Field, Swimming, Tennis (boys & girls) and Golf start 
competition in early April.  Those programs will start practicing around the middle of March.  

Check your student/athletes school website for updated information as things change.  Contact your 
Athletic Director if you have any questions. 

Field Trips/Assemblies 
 
Field trips and assemblies are not allowed at this time. 

 
Visitors on Campus 

Only those essential to the running of the school will be allowed access in order to minimize risks of 
exposure. Parents/guardians will be allowed on campus by appointment only.  Every effort should be 
made to resolve issues via telephone or email. All persons must follow the District’s face mask policy. 

Staff Training 
 
The late start Friday schedule at LPHS and OHS was used to begin training on distance learning by 
“school experts” during collaboration time.  Training on August 21st and August 28th was targeted for 
teachers to develop a week of distance learning plans, and learn how to use Google Classroom and 
Google Meets and other programs necessary for distance learning.  Site Principals selected their 
teacher experts to deliver both training sessions. 
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PHS and CDS used their collaboration time between August 10th and August 26th to develop distance 
learning plans and to deliver training by a staff expert on the use of Google Classroom, Zoom and other 
programs being used. 
. 
The first Friday of the month at LPHS and OHS will be used for staff meetings:  9/9, 10/9, 11/6, 12/4, 
1/8, 2/5, 3/5, 4/16 and 5/7. 
 
Training on topics specific to the areas of culturally responsive teaching and learning, distance learning 
and mandated topics will be on the second Friday of the month:  9/11, 10/16, 11/20, 12/11, 1/15, 2/12, 
3/12, 4/23, and 5/14).  All administrative and certificated staff participated in a session with Sharroky 
Hollie on Culturally Responsive Teaching and Learning on August 10, 2020. 
 
Collaboration on using student data to improve instruction and improve school culture will take place on the 
third Friday of the month:  9/18, 10/23, 1/22, 2/26, 3/19, 4/30 and May 21st. 
 
The remaining Fridays that are not scheduled by the District will be used for areas of need and/or 
concern at each site and will be scheduled by the Principal. 
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Safety Guidelines 

 

Sanitization: Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE): 

Health and Health 
Screenings: 

Social Distancing: 

● Hand sanitizer 
dispensers will 
be in place at 
each entry/exit 
point of schools, 
offices, class- 
rooms, and 
common areas of 
school grounds. 

● Disinfecting 
surfaces daily 
and throughout 
the day where 
needed. 

● Ongoing review 
and modifica- 
tions of cleaning 
protocols to 
ensure proper 
disinfecting. 

● Schools will limit 
the sharing of 
supplies between 
students and 
disinfect between 
uses. 

● Buses will be 
sanitized daily. 

● Maximize air flow 
in all classrooms. 

● Face masks 
● Gloves, gowns and 

face shields in 
certain 
circumstances 

 

● Teach and  reinforce 
healthy sanitization 
procedures. 

● Signage to remind 
school community to 
not enter if they are 
experiencing any 
symptoms of 
illnesses. 

● Promote self 
screenings for 
respiratory symp- 
toms such as 
coughs/ shortness of 
breaths prior to 
coming to school. 
Students and adults 
experiencing those 
symptoms cannot 
attend. 

● Social distance 
signage will be in 
place to remind 
students and staff 
to maintain social 
distancing. 

● Physical barriers 
will be installed in 
high traffic areas 
on campus where 
needed when 
social distancing is 
not possible, such 
as, front offices 
and cafeterias. 

● Classroom 
furniture/ equip- 
ment will be 
arranged to 
facilitate social 
distancing as much 
as possible. 

● No assemblies or 
field trips. 
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